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Background 

Estonia has reviewed the report on the input ceilings for nutrients in the Baltic Sea region (document 5-17) 

presented to be published as HELCOM BSEP, but still we have minor comments regarding the document.  

In general Estonia approves the overall document, but the current view is that we do not support it being 

published as a HELCOM BSEP. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of comments.  
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Estonian comments to Input ceilings for nutrients in the Baltic Sea region 

 

Title 
• Using the word “revised” in the title of the report. Suggestion is to delete „revised“. These are not 

revised, they are proposed. NICs have never been agreed before so they cannot be revised. We had 

MAIs and CARTs agreed before 

In the introduction section there is used the word “proposed”,  this could be used also in the title 

and throughout the whole text. 

Also in the text is used the word revised in several other places, but these are new calculated values, not 

revised.  

1.1 Background chapter 
• In the first sentence of this chapter is given: 

In the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP, HELCOM, 2007) specific scientifically derived 

Maximum Allowable Inputs (MAI) where defined that if achieved should ensure that the goal of a 

Baltic Sea unaffected by eutrophication would be reached. 

We would suggest to delete the words ”scientifically derived”, as to us is unclear where is the background 

scientific information, that this was a scientificallt derived process 

• In the last paragragh of this chapter is given: 

Following these formal decisions, BNI and DCE have supported the PLC-7 and RedCore DG with 

the practical data analysis and calculations to compute Nutrient Input Ceilings. 

We would suggest to spell out these BNI and DCE for better understanding. 

• When referring to HELCOM workshops or HELCOM drafting groups like Redcore DG, then it should 

be used with a clear indication to HELCOM. Fot example ”HELCOM Redcore DG prepared….” . 

Chapter 3 Results 
 

• In the tables should be shown the units of the values as well, currently these are missing in the 

tables. For example 

 ”Table 1 Expected reductions and calculated TN ceilings on atmospheric deposition from nonHELCOM 

countries (OC) and North and Baltic Sea shipping.”   

There is no unit given, but there could be for better understanding. 

The units should be checked and added in other tables too. 

 

Last chapter Discussion 
 

• We propose to delete the last sentence: 

”Therefore, future assessments of countries progress towards NIC can be performed on net nutrient 

input ceilings as they are today. “ 
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The very last sentence of the chapter should be deleted, as this seems to give a very heavy statement, 

especially as Estonia has mentioned several times, that in this version NICs are taking account all loads 

(and not separating natural and anthropogenic) and we see, that these values should be re-checked 

and updated in time. 

 

 

 

 

 


